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In 2015 the government appears to be using local organizations with close links to the government to 
support the mobilization of cotton pickers for the harvest. 
  
In Syrdarya region, an appeal under the names of the Charity Foundation Mahalla, Nuroniy Foun-
dation, and  youth-focused organization Kamolot was circulated that called on residents to work for 
the president and pick cotton: 
  
“Our people traditionally consider such work to be an honourable occupation. Therefore, those who 
are able to work and who consider themselves part of our society must not stay away from this worthy 
cause, and from the beginning of the cotton harvest must go to the cotton fields. During the harvest, 
everyone should consider oneself a cotton picker. This is the way to prove our patriotism and devotion to 
our homeland. We can thus show our esteemed president that we are hardworking, honest people with 
an open heart.”


